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SOCIAL ASSISTANCE AS A MUNICIPAL TASK

COUIAJIBHA JOITOMOTA SIK MYHIIUITIAJIBHE 3ABJIAHHS

Circumstances such as age, legal capacity or possession of public and civil
rights are irrelevant for membership in a commune community, but they do determine
the scope of rights granted to individual members of the local government
community. Undoubtedly, one of the most important, but also fundamental tasks of
local government units is social assistance, or in other words, social support for the
residents of a given commune. This results from the belief that offices operating
within the local government know the problems of its residents best, are able to
assess them properly, and also minimize their negative effects.

It is generally accepted that the concept of "social", in relation to social
assistance tasks, should be identified with meeting the living, material and cultural
needs of eligible persons [1]. It should be remembered that social assistance only
fulfils a subsidiary function, requiring the cooperation of the beneficiary of the
assistance provided. Since every person has the obligation to fully use their own
rights, resources and opportunities in order to overcome a difficult life situation, this
means that if this person does not fulfil such an obligation, there is no basic premise
for providing such a person with assistance from public funds. One of the basic goals
of actions undertaken by the municipal authorities within the framework of social
assistance should be the activation of beneficiaries. The aforementioned assistance is

only temporary in nature and assumes the development of appropriate attitudes in
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people using it in order to overcome life's difficulties. This assistance can in no case
turn into a permanent and sole source of income for people applying for it [2].

An important postulate formulated in the doctrine and court decisions is that
the municipal authorities should select the beneficiaries' requests based on their
essential needs, the needs of other beneficiaries and the amount of financial resources
allocated for this purpose. Since - as mentioned - social assistance is of a subsidiary
nature, the local government should provide it only in a situation in which the
individual cannot cope with the difficulties that arise on their own. The local
government should not replace the individual in their own efforts to meet their life
needs, because social assistance is a supporting institution based on the principle of
subsidiarity. Social assistance also does not serve to satisfy all the expectations of
those applying for such assistance. The distribution of all types of benefits within the
scope of social assistance should be of a special nature. For example, their
beneficiaries should be people who, due to a health condition causing complete
incapacity for work resulting from a violation of the body's efficiency that occurred
before entering the labor market, had no opportunity to "work out" an insurance
period. Such benefits are intended to be protective and to compensate, for example,
for the inability to obtain entitlement to benefits from the social insurance system,
and their purpose should be to provide a person who meets the statutory conditions
for the granting of this benefit with the financial resources necessary for living.

The task of local government units in the field of social assistance cannot be
unconditional. Such assistance should be an exception, not a permanent state, which
requires the beneficiary of assistance to cooperate with offices. Such cooperation
should be understood as a readiness to cooperate with a social worker and to use
justified and reasonable proposals of a social worker, helping the person overcome
difficult life situations in which they find themselves, in order to "exit" the social
assistance system and enable them to live independently and responsibly in society
[3]. This results from the fact that the social purpose cannot be interpreted in
complete isolation from the individual conditions for allocating financial resources

for social assistance.
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Enforcing the obligation of social assistance beneficiaries to cooperate with the
assistance body is also important because this assistance cannot be reduced to simple
distribution of benefits and thus the development of improper habits. In connection
with this, it 1s justified to state that a passive or demanding attitude of entities covered
by social assistance may result in the refusal to grant the benefit or the suspension of
the payment of the benefit [43]. When applying for support, the person applying for
assistance must accept the rules of procedure in this matter. This means that they are
obliged, for example, to present all information that is relevant to the case being
considered. People who do not cooperate with local government bodies in explaining
their situation and who conceal their income, preventing a fair consideration of the
application for assistance, should not count on social assistance funds [5].

In conclusion, determining the personal situation and financial status of the
potential beneficiary is of fundamental importance for the possibility of a positive
consideration of the application of a person applying for social assistance benefits.
Local government units should take a rigorous approach to the issue of cooperation of
the person applying for such a benefit with the social assistance body. For example,
preventing the conduct of a social interview, or refusing to conduct it, or refusing to
answer individual questions from a social worker, or failing to comply with justified
requests to submit appropriate documents, may be considered a lack of cooperation of
the person or family with the social worker, which in turn should constitute a premise
for issuing a decision refusing to grant a social assistance benefit. The purpose of
social assistance is only to provide support, and not to replace individual efforts to
improve the living situation of a given person. The purpose of social assistance is not
to replace individual people (their families) in meeting all life needs, but only to
support them in their efforts to meet the necessary needs and enable them to live in
conditions consistent with human dignity.
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INCUXOJOI'TYHA JOIIOMOT A SIK IHCTPYMEHT 3MIIIHEHHS
COIIAJIBHOI 3T'YPTOBAHOCTI MUKOJIAIBCBKOI TPOMA U
PCYCHOLOGICAL ASSICTANTE AS A TOOL FOR STRENGTHENING
THE SOCIAL COHESIAL OF THE MYKOLAIV COMMUNITY

MukonaiBcbka Tpomaaa, sAK 1 OaraTo I1HIIMX YKPAiHCBKUX T'POMAJ,
31IITOBXYETHCS 3 YMCICHHUMH COIIAJIBHUMH BHKJIMKAMH, 10 MOXXYTh BIUTMBATH Ha
3arajibHUl CTaH COIllalibHOI 3TypTOBaHOCTI. OJHUM 13 KJIIOYOBUX AacIeKTiB, IO
JI0TIOMAara€e 3MIIHUTH 3B S3KM MIXK MEIIKAHIIMUA Ta MOKpanuTu armocdepy B
rpoMaji, € HaJaHHS IMCUXOJOTIYHOI JTOMOMOru. Taka MiATpUMKA CTa€ BaKJIUBUM
THCTPYMEHTOM Yy MIATPUMIII CTa0ITLHOCTI Ta PO3BUTKY IpOMan, 0COOIUBO B MEpioin
KpH3, COLIATBbHUX 3MiH a00 MiCIISI BaXKIUBUX TOMIIN..

ComiayibHa 3TypTOBaHICTh — 1€ HEMaTepiajbHE SIBUILE, SKE MPOSBISETHCS
4yepe3 CHUIbHI MIHHOCTI, 17e1 Ta MIllHI COIliajbH1 3B A3KH B CHiILHOTI. BoHa dhopmye
JOBIPY MIX JIIOABMHU Ta 10 BJIAJHUX IHCTUTYIIH, CIPUSIOUN T0OpOOYTYy BCIX uepes
CIIBIpAIfO, Alajor 1 piBHI MOMJIMBOCTI PO3BUTKY. Takuil miaxia jgoromarae

YHUKHYTH MapTiHaIi3allii Ta Cpusie piBHOMPABHOCTI Cepe] WICHIB CYCHIIbCTBA.[ 1]



