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The process of the unification of Europe is moving toward Eastern Europe and is creating a common educational and scientific field of work. The unification process requires a common level of standards and criteria in the educational system of Ukraine and the whole of Eastern Europe. The educational process of teaching foreign languages in Ukraine is being formed according to basic achievements of European countries in this area. The European Union develops the concepts of European education which is based on the idea of “The Common European Home” and requires a joint development in education which satisfies the modern society. The question regarding teaching languages is most important in the modern educational world within the globalization process. That is why we have a need to integrate into the European Union by breaking the communicative barriers which prevent understanding and co-working between peoples in European countries.  


The European Union has developed new concepts and methods regarding learning foreign languages. The main idea of this concept is “a communication level” in Ukrainian or “Thresh-hold level” in English which means correct speaking and every day modern language. 


The levels of knowledge of foreign languages are fixed and are required in the Common European Framework of  Reference for Languages (CEFR) and are used in the Ukrainian Educational Programs for universities/institutions. There are several levels of grades of a foreign language: A1 – Breakthrough, A2 – Waystage, B1 – Threshold, B2 – Vantage, C1 – Effective, C2 – Mastery Professional.  It is important to remember that students are required to know, not only a modern speaking foreign language, but to also have language knowledge according to their specialty. The educational Ministry of Ukraine gives recommendations to have approximately 198 – 250 hours a year to study a foreign language and have a level B2, which is a professional competence.  However, this is not enough! It is imperative to increase the number of hours for studying a language. It is possible to have additional classes such as self-educational work, English clubs, adult education, etc.


In the modern world it is becoming more obvious that the importance of a foreign language knowledge base is growing. It is not about using correct grammar rues or ability to read the classical texts. (this does not influence one’s understanding very much). It is about intensifying and changing the whole process of teaching and studying. Students must have strong skills in communication which is the main tool of understanding and co-working. In our older teaching system, we were learning a language but not acquiring a language; which is needed to form a correct use of a language. 


In 1996, a project called “Studying Languages and Euro-Citizenship” was established to develop a communication method in the practice of studying a foreign language. There were several important additions to this project; one of which was obtaining the necessary skills of communication in the oral and written speech. The participants also formed special components which we, as teachers, must know in the teaching of a foreign language process to obtain the Mastery Professional level or when we publish books or develop educational programs and curriculum which will support the developing professional and communicational skills.  These special components are:   

a) linguistic competence

b) social- linguistic competence

d) discussion skills

e) strategy skills

f) social-cultural competence

g) social competence

Stepenko G.V., is a scientist who believes that this classification of common language competence reflects the modern way in education. He believes it is possible to describe deeper and improve more, each of these components and create very effective methods in acquiring these competences. 
