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Statement of the problem. Of all the global processes that have recently taken
place in the world, the most visible and appreciable change is the ideological orienta-
tion of young people.

It is particularly acute in the countries where profound social changes are held.
At that rate the new generation is forming in Ukraine.

So, it is logical that successful development of Ukraine as a comparatevely new
sovereign state depends on their welfare, civic and social activity.

Youth have always represented the future of humanity. Trying to participate fully
in the life of society, young people do their best in fitting into the established order —
in other words, to socialize. Along with this, being a major human resource of the
country's development youth is the main force which can transform the established
order and become a guide for social changes, economic development and technical
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progress of a country. Especially it is relevant for village youth because young people
there are continuers of national ideas, traditions and identity.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. Ukrainian regions have many
diverse problems, and the most complicated in terms of their solutions are the issues of
youth unemployment, demographic crisis, and low standards of living in district cen-
ters and villages. And with it the agrarian business is interesting for a lot for investors.
Large-scale investment projects are realized in many European and developed Asian
countries, small cities and countryside are in progress. There are a lot of different arti-
cles and scientific works written by agrarian economists on investment attractiveness
and rural areas development. Among them are V.Y. Mesel-Veselyak (2012),
Y.M. Novikov (2006), K.I. Yakuba (2009). Significant contribution to the study of the
state youth policy is made by famous scientists of our country V.A. Golovenko (2009),
E.M. Lianova (2011), Y.O. Lupenko (2012), M.P. Perepelitsa (2001).

The unsolved part of the problem. Current social and economical problems of
young people under transformational economy were covered by economists.
However, there is still a strong necessity to continue studying a number of aspects
which are connected with youth's level of living in the countryside.

The aim of the research is coverage of the main problems of Ukrainian village
youth and their vital activity; analyzing the social infrastructure of rural areas; defini-
tion of the basic measures for improvement of social and economical position of
Ukrainian village youth.

Results of the research. The social status of youth in the society is one of the main
indicators of its development because our future depends on it. Young people, which
is more than a third of the population of Ukraine is a large social group that needs an
active support from the government.

Modern young people are the subjects of influence from the side of political
institutions, political structures and associations, which have place in our social
community.

It is a complicated and contradictory system which reflects all social, economi-
cal, and political tendencies of modern Ukraine's development and particularly in
rural areas.

Today social infrastructure of villages in Ukraine is rather neglected and worse
than urban one. There is a considerable level of unemployment in small cities, district
centers and villages. This is the reason for another problem — demographic crisis.
Looking for the better level of life youth leave for getting education in regional centers
or in the capital of the country. After graduating from universities a lot of young people
don't want to come back to their villages to work (Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2010).
As a result, working class in villages and small regional centers has no opportunity to
renew and increase by new experts with relevant levels of knowledge. On the one hand,
there are no people to work, and on the other one, there are no places to work.

Now, Ukraine as a state has an important task to interest youth in staying in vil-
lages, to create new working places for all ages there, to improve the conditions of liv-
ing and work for educationalists, workers of culture, medicine and social sphere in the
villages.

As of January, 1, 2012 the rural population of Ukraine was about 14.2 min. of
people. It is about 31.1% of the total population of Ukraine.
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After the latest wide-ranging population census (1989), the amount of villagers
decreased by 2.9 min. of people. It is about 17.4%. According to the State Statistics
Committee of Ukraine as of January, 1, 2012 the urban population was about
10,927.0 ths, and village population was about 4,480.5 ths of people. The population
census showed that there were about 2 min of young families. Only 600 ths of them
had lived in village areas (State Institute for Family Development and Youth, 2011:
19).

Comparing with the European Union, it should be noted that the proportion of
young people with the age over 15 years who live in rural areas is dominated nation-
ally (Table 1). In 2011 there were about 16.1% of young people elder than 15 years
who lived in the villages. It is for 0.5% more than in generally in the countries of the
EU. In most EU member states youth elder than 15 mainly live in the countryside. Its
part in comparison with national rate is a bit higher. It is connected with general sit-
uation in economically developed countries. Significant part of the population there
lives in ecologically pure areas working in large cities. They prefer to live 40—70 km
from cities. As we can see in Table 1 the situation like this can be noticed practically
in all the countries except France, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia and Sweden
(The Eurostat, 2012).

Table 1. Part of the population in the EU member states
in the age elder than 15, 2011, % (The Eurostat, 2012)

Countries Part of the population elder than 15
Rural areas National rate

EU-27 16.1 15.6
Belgium 18.6 16.9
Bulgaria 13.4 13.4
Czech Republic 14.5 14.1
Denmark 18.4 18.3
Germany 13.8 13.6
Estonia 16.1 14.9
Ireland 22.9 20.9
Spain 15.8 14.8
France 17.6 18.5
Italy 13.3 14.0
Latvia 14.6 13.7
Lithuania 15.4 15.1
Hungary 15.0 14.9
The Netherlands 18.4 17.7
Austria 15.5 15.1
Poland 16.6 15.3
Portugal 12.7 15.3
Romania 16.0 15.2
Slovenia 13.8 14.0
Slovakia 14.4 15.4
Finland 16.8 16.7
Sweden 16.1 16.7

Today in Ukraine there are about 28.4 ths of villages. According to various trans-
formations which take place in the settlement system, the total number of villages is
steadily decreasing. Among such transformations are such as: creation of new settle-
ments, disunity, unification, removal of settlement from the register etc. The rates of
reduction are observed since the 1990s and is around 17—18 settlements a year.
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Worsening of social and economic village problems caused the decline of coun-
tryside manufacturing and agriculture. In the 1990s agricultural production in all cat-
egories decreased by half. In 2000—2002 the volume of output gradually began to
grow up. At the same time lots of essential structural changes in agriculture have taken
place during this period. The had not only negative influence on social and econom-
ical position of the countryside but reverted it for many decades (Lianova, 2011).

Unemployment is one of the main reasons of village poverty. In 2011 there were
56.1 ths of agricultural enterprises of various management and legal forms, 41.0 ths of
cooperative farms, more than 5.3 mln. of private agricultural farms (Table 2). But still
the majority of agricultural enterprises and their subdivisions are located in medium
and large villages.

Table 2. Number of economic players at the agrarian market, 1990-2011,
author's calculations

Economic players 1990 | 1995 | 2000 | 2005 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011
Agricultural enterprises 3595 | 8346 | 16935 | 57877 | 59059 | 57152 | 56493 | 56133
Farms 82 | 34778 | 38428 | 42445 | 42446 | 41906 | 41524 | 40965
Private agricultural farms, ths 5683 | 5568 | 5498 | 5437 | 5332 | 5300 | 5286 | 5277

The structure of consumption and level of living of the majority of village fami-
lies are still close to the indices in underdeveloped countries. In 2011, almost 70% of
villagers had the total costs per head less than living wage; more than 65% of total
costs (72% of consumer) were for feeding; expenditures on industrial goods and serv-
ices consist of most necessary things — clothes, shoes, soap and washing powders,
electricity, gas and solid fuel (The State Statistics Committee).

In 2010—2011, according to the official data, when there was an improvement in
the overall economy (GDP growth etc.), as well as in agricultural production, the
number of employed villagers decreased from 6474.2 ths of people in 2010 to
6450.3 ths of people in 2011. With it there was noted the total increase of economi-
cally active population from 6091.7 ths of people in 2010 to 6109.1 ths of people in
2011.

During the years of independence at the expense of social and domestic net-
work's reduction, rural areas lost about 200 ths of working places, and as a result the
reductions in livestock for 500 ths (Mesel-Veselyak, 2012).

Total resources of village households (families) now by more than a third are
formed through cash and income of their own (home gardens etc.). Wages in agricul-
ture are the lowest among all economic sectors. The worse is only fishing industry. In
January 2012 it was 1679 UAH per month, nearly 1.5 less than the national average.

With the above mentioned phenomena in the industrial sector of villages, the
deterioration of villagers welfare and the negative processes in the social and cultural
sphere are closely connected. They are caused by chronic shortage of funds in local
budgets to ensure the normal functioning of social and cultural institutions, a sharp
decrease in the support of these institutions by agricultural enterprises, the practical
cessation of governmental funding of countryside social infrastructure and low
demand of population for paid services.

In the 1990s the network of social and cultural services in the countryside
reduced. In 2011-2012 it was declined by 429 schools, 308 medical institutions, more
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than 100 leisure clubs, rest and culture homes, about 200 libraries. Social institutions
became single objects. The only thing that still held a certain, but less for 3 times than
in the best years was the opening of new preschools (in 2011, by 511 units more than
in 2010) and the construction of gas pipelines (The State Statistics Committee, 2012).

In 1990th in Ukrainian villages 13—14% of the population was connected with
agriculture. These were aged people or teenagers. At the beginning of the XXI century
it is about 50%. By January, 1, 2012, farms employ more than 70% of villagers. Thereby
now we can see the fundamental difference between domestic agriculture and agricul-
tural sector of highly developed countries where this situation is at the postindustrial
level. Ukrainian agriculture is concentrated in the sector of the so-called private agri-
cultural farms where about 80—90% of all processes are manual because more than
80% of agricultural machinery park is wornout. Now it is on the pre-industrial phase.

The crisis in the agricultural sector, social and economic decline of Ukrainian
villages has an extremely negative impact on the situation of young farmers.
According to the sociological studies, 37% of young people in the countryside con-
sider themselves socially poor protected, 27% — totally unprotected (Perepelitsa,
2001).

The crisis of the agriculture led to the fact that this professional area became
unpromising for youth.

Only seldom young people can find work in villages and at rural enterprises. In
spite of the fact that the unemployment rate of the village youth has been doubly
decreased during 2010—2011, it is still doubly more than the same level of urban
youth. Wages at village enterprises are unattractive for young and active people (it is
three times lower than wages in industry).

According to the sociological studies, only 13% of village youth consider that
working in the countryside is their mission. Slightly more than a half of young farm-
ers want to move to cities, and 28 % of them want to do it because they want to change
village job to urban one. During 2011, 6% of the villagers at the age of 14—24 years
have been worked abroad, especially in border areas. This index is considerable high-
er in Western areas, (e.g., in Transcarpathian region in 2011 it was 28%) and 2.5 times
more than in urban settlements (The State Statistics Committee, 2012).

Prospects of management and/or inheriting a farm are also disappointing: bad
conditions of most of these farms' functioning are restraining the development of
farming. According to the sociological studies, only 16% of young villagers set up
their own farming households or are on the way to do it. Hard and inefficient work at
private agricultural enterprises doesn't suit the youth either. The main reason is
because it is almost impossible to set up efficient production. The situation becomes
more sophisticated because adult members of village families don't have the right for
land share and very low chances to buy land after the moratorium on sale is removed.

Educational level of village youth also declines. There are a lot of those who have
only basic secondary education, particularly among 15—19 aged villagers. It is close-
ly connected with the financial security of villagers and critical position of educa-
tional institutions. Now more than 23% of village schools have low occupancy. More
than a half of those schools are elementary schools. Only 2.1% of village pupils
(against 10% in towns) in 2011/12 school years studied in classical schools (gymnasi-
ums), lyceums and colleges. According to the sociological studies, 88% of the village
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youth consider that they don't have an opportunity for the educational of necessary
level (Novikov, 2006).

Quality and availability of higher education is still an actual problem for village
youth.

Taking into consideration that pupils of village schools usually get worse educa-
tion than in cities, the commercial ground of higher education makes a lot of borders
for village youth, especially from not rich families. This is the reason why villagers are
oriented on entering the universities of I—II levels of accreditation. Urban citizens
and residents of regional centers prefer to enter the universities of III-IV levels of
accreditation. In 2011/12 school year there were about 43% of villagers in the total
number of students at the I-II accreditation levels, and in universities of the I11—
IV accreditation levels there were only 31%. Most villagers enter state universities
(about 88%) (Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2011).

According to the social studies conducted by the State Institute of Family and
Youth in 2011, the most attractive professions for the young people are lawyers (42%),
businessmen and entrepreneurs (37%), bank employees (15%) (Figure 1). These spe-
cialties which are interesting at the labor market are not very popular among village
youth. Among their professions are: farmers, agriculture specialists (5%), engineers
(9%), salesclerks (11%), teachers (14%) (The State Statistics Committee). Young
people consider those professions not very profitable for their future life.

others, 6%

bank employees, ‘
15%

businessmen and

entrepreneurs,
37%

laweers, 42%

Figure 1. The most popular professions among village youth
( The State Statistics Committee, 2012)

Today Ukrainian social and economical situation in villages and the develop-
ment of village youth are the subjects of attention of the government, ministries and
departments, local authorities, local governments and non-government organiza-
tions. The necessity to improve it was more than once noted in the decrees of the
President of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada and the Government's decisions.

There are different laws of Ukraine directed at solving various problems of vil-
lage youth. Among them are: the Law of Ukraine "Assistance with social formation
and development of youth in Ukraine", "Social work with children and youth of
Ukraine", "Youth and children non-governmental organizations”, intersectional pro-
grams of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy of Ukraine, the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine and The Ministry of Ukraine on Affairs of Family, Children and
Youth with the name "Village youth" and "School bus". In many areas regional pro-
grams are pointed at improving life conditions in villages and for youth in particular
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(Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2010). It necessary to admit that the rate of living in vil-
lages consists not only of economic aspect but also of possibility to develop the
national culture, ecological safety, freedom of choice in different types of activity and
opportunity to safe the traditional way of living (Olshanska, 2011).

However, it should be noted that market reforms in the agricultural sector are
performed much slower than in other economic fields. Overcoming of social and eco-
nomical decline in villages needs a lot of efforts and funds which would be aimed at
rebirth and multiplicity of producing branch, creation of new working places,
increasing villagers' welfare, improving and strengthening the resource base of social
infrastructure.

Conclusions and recommendations for further research. Ukrainian agrarian strat-
egy should be oriented at entering the EU. Agrarian policy should provide high com-
petitiveness of domestic agricultural products at home and foreign agrarian markets.
It will allow Ukraine take a proper place in international labor division. Strategic
realization of governmental policy in the countryside should be aimed at de-agrari-
anisation of economy and providing multifunctional development of villages with the
features of postindustrial society. The countryside is not only agriculture, but roads,
gas and water supply, sewage system, communications, medicine and education,
domestic services and small business etc. It is really necessary to stabilize the number
of village population to safe Ukrainian nation fulfilling the flexible policy of agrarian
industry's support and stimulating the multifunctional and diversified countryside's
development. In addition, one of the main tasks of countryside's rebirth should be
strengthening of local government and authorities, its organizational and material
measures, rising of the non-governmental forces in realization of reforms, along with
the formation of economic mechanisms of village development.
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RIGPyYHUK

Mae rpu¢ migpyunuka Bix MOH Ykpainm.

VY naHoMy MiApy4YHUKY BUKJIAJEHO Marepial, SKui
A€ CHCTeMHE YSIBIICHHS IIOA0 MEHEIKMEHTY. Komir-
JIEKC TIPEICTaBICHNX HaBYAJIbHUX MaTepialiB CTOCYETh-
Cs1 BIIHOCHH YIIPaBJIiHHSI Ha MaKpO- Ta MiKpPOPiBHI €KO-
HOMIYHOT CUCTEMMU, 11O T03BOJIsIE C(POPMyBaTU CyTHIC-
He 0aueHHS 1100 MEHEIKMEHT-B3a€EMO3B'SI3KiB Pi3HO-
MaHITHUX BUJIIB AisSUIbHOCTI. ¥ 1IiJIOMY BUKJIAQIeHUI MaTepiajl CYyTTEBO MOLIUPIOE
TEOPETUYHI i METOANYHI YSIBJICHHS 1100 MEHEIKMEHTY.

[MinpyyHHMK BKJIIOYAE TEOPETUYHI 3acaay MEHEIXKMEHTY, iCTOPit0 AOr0 BUHUK-
HEHHS i pO3BUTKY, POPMHU i METOAU TOKYMEHTOOOOPOTY MPH 3iiICHEHH] yIIpaBJIiH-
CbKOI isUTBHOCTi, OCHOBH ONepaliiiHOro MeHEIKMEHTY, PO3KPUBAE HOBI TEHIEHIIIl
Y PO3BUTKOBI CTPaTETiYHOTO MEHEMKMEHTY. MIiCTUTh TaKOX MEHEIKMEHT-TIpaK-
TUKYM III0JI0 OCHOBHUX 3acajl yIIpaBIiHHSI.

Ilpusnauenuii O0as cmydeHmie GuUUUX HABUAAbHUX 3AKAA0i8, 6UKAAOAYis,
acnipanmis, a MmaKoic 8Cix mux, Xmo yikasumascsa NUMAHHAMU YRPABAIHHA.
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